
And afterward Moses and Aaron came and said to Pharaoh, “Thus says the Lord, the God of 
Israel, ‘Let My people go that they may celebrate a feast to Me in the wilderness.’ ” But  
Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lord that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know 
the Lord, and besides, I will not let Israel go.”  Exodus 5:1-2 (NASB) 

 
Finally Moses has his opportunity.  At 40 years old, he tried to free the Israelite when he killed the Egyptian.  
The next day he tried to mediate a disagreement between two Hebrew men, but they would not follow his 
leadership.  From there, he fled to the land of Midian for 40 more years.  God met him in a burning bush, 
called him to the work as deliverer, gave him Aaron to help, and sent him back to Egypt. 
 
Now Moses meets the Pharaoh again, and he speaks, “Thus says the Lord. . . .”  Pharaoh, however, does 
not acquiesce.  He does not roll over in submission to Moses or to Moses’ God.  Instead, Pharaoh resists.  
Refusing to acknowledge Israel’s God, and being resolute in his resistance, Egypt’s king declares, “Who is 
the Lord that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the Lord, and besides, I will not let Israel 
go.”   
 
Things get worse.  The leader of Egypt resents the claim that the foreigners’ God was commanding or      
demanding that he let the Jewish people go to worship God.  He would show them and all the world that he 
would brook no such claims.  As leader and sovereign he ordered that the forced labor of the Hebrews be 
made more difficult.  Next he punished and pressured, not Moses nor the elders of the people, but their 
foremen.  By his shrewd tactic, he communicated that he was the master of the status quo. 
 
Moses seems devastated, “O Lord, why have You brought harm to this people? Why did You ever send 
me? “Ever since I came to Pharaoh to speak in Your name, he has done harm to this people, and You have 
not delivered Your people at all.”  (5:22,23)   One is perhaps surprised that Moses was caught off guard.  
God already told him that he would meet resistance from Pharaoh.   
 
We might add, that people still resist God as we seek to speak his gracious word and do his will.  Many will 
love God if, and only if, God will accede to their demands.  But let God make the claim, let God make the 
demand, we, then, become hardened and resistant.  We take exception.  “God’s Word does not apply to me 
or to this situation,” we claim.  This resistance ought not to surprise us.  Neither should it discourage us.   
We are to do God’s bidding even if we become unpopular with some.  
 
Business schools publish lots of resources for addressing resistance to change.  In an article entitled, 
“Decoding Resistance to Change” found in the Harvard Business Review, Jeffery Ford and Laurie Ford give 
some sound advice.  They recommend a “return to purpose” as an essential component for dealing with 
resistance to change.  People need to know why something must change.   
 
Israel became upset with Moses, and Moses became upset with God because Pharaoh said “No” and then 
made life harder.  God refreshed Moses’ sense of purpose. (Exodus 6:1-9) He was to tell them that God 
purposed to bring them out of bondage so that “I will take you for my people, and I will be your God.” (7)   
 
God still purposes to make a people for himself and to be our God.  Such a purpose will be and is resisted.  
The world and its culture is rarely a friend to grace, and it enjoys mastering the status quo.  We need not 
live despondently, however, God who freed his people from Egypt, God who raised Jesus from the grave, 
God has the power to accomplish his purpose in our lives and to bring us to the future intended for his  
people. 
 
 
             (over) 


